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music from around the world!
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The Facts:
Music exists in every known culture.  

Music is over 40,000 years old.  
Every culture has unique musical
traditions.  
Music brings people together worldwide

Music is Universal

How People Use music

Celebration
Marks holidays,
milestones, and
special events. 

STORYTELLING CONNECTION
Shares history,
traditions, and

cultural values. 

Builds UNITY and
shared

experiences.

how music unites us
Although music sounds different around the world, people often
use it for the same reasons. Every culture has created music to
celebrate important moments, share stories, express emotions,

and bring people together. While the instruments and styles
may change, music remains a universal part of human life. 
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Think about whether the role of music at each event is to celebrate,
tell stories, or CONNECT? Then write a song that would fit AT THAT

EVENT.

Event purpose

MUSIC FOR EVERY MOMENT

SOng

Sporting Event

Ex: Wedding

 Musical

Campfire
Sing-along

Family Reunion

Holiday

birthday Party

To Celebrate Celebration
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west Africa
Characteristics:
West African music includes layered rhythms,
percussion, and call-and-response singing that
encourages everyone to join in.

Djembe

Traditions:

kora Fula Flute

Music and dance are woven into everyday life and
play an important role in celebrations, ceremonies,
and community gatherings.

⭐Fun Fact: Some traditional drums can imitate the tones of spoken language!

India china
Characteristics:

Chinese music features beautiful, flowing melodies,
expressive instruments, and an emphasis on
balance and harmony.

Dizi

Traditions:

Erhu tanggu Drum

Music has long been part of festivals, traditional
opera, ceremonies, and cultural celebrations
throughout China.

⭐Fun Fact: The erhu has only two strings.

Europe
Characteristics:

European music often features harmony,
orchestras, and a wide variety of instruments.

timpani

Traditions:

violin flute

Music is performed in concerts, festivals, churches,
and cultural celebrations throughout Europe.

⭐Fun Fact: A full orchestra can have over 100 musicians!

explore the world!
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north America
Characteristics:
Indigenous North American music often features
singing, drumming, and rhythms that bring
people together.

Powwow
Drum

Traditions:

Apache
Fiddle

Cedar Flute
Music is used in ceremonies, celebrations, dances,
and storytelling, as well as many aspects of
everyday life.

⭐Fun Fact: Every community has its own unique musical traditions

Oceania
Characteristics:
 Australian Indigenous music often features
rhythmic singing, percussion, and distinctive wind
instruments.

Garamut 

Traditions:

sesando Didgeridoo

Music is used for ceremonies, storytelling,
dance, and passing on cultural knowledge.

⭐Fun Fact: The didgeridoo is one of the world's oldest wind instruments.

India andes
Characteristics:
 Andean music often features flutes, panpipes,
and lively rhythms inspired by the mountains.

Panpipes

Traditions:

Charango Bombo
Music is performed during festivals,
celebrations, dances, and community
gatherings.

⭐Fun Fact: Some panpipes have more than 20 tubes!

explore the world!
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Try These Fun Activities!

Test each other on the fun
facts and see who remembers

the most! 

qUIZ YOUR fRIENDS

Mix, match, sort, quiz, and
discover new ways to

play!

Create Your Own 

Guess the  REGION
Can you guess where each

instrument comes from
before flipping the card?

Group the cards into string,
percussion, and wind

instruments. 

sORT bY fAMILY

Cut along the dotted lines.

Fold along the solid line with

the picture on the outside.

Glue the blank sides together.

How to Make Your Cards:

1

2

3

Instrument Discovery
Cards!
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Balafon

Talking Drum

guzheng

xiao

Region: West Africa

Instrument Family: Percussion

Materials: Wooden keys, calabash gourd
resonators, spider silk

Description: A gourd-resonated xylophone
played with mallets, often used in
storytelling

Fun Fact: Some of these instruments are over
700 years old!

region: West Africa

Instrument Family: percussion

Materials:  Wood, animal skin, leather
tension cords

Fun Fact: Talking drums were once used to
send messages between villages!

Description: A drum that can mimic speech
patterns by changing pitch and rhythm.

region: China

Instrument Family: string

Materials: Wood, silk or metal strings,
bridges

Description: A long plucked instrument with
movable bridges and a fluid, bright tone.

Fun Fact: The guzheng has been played in China
for over 2,500 years!

region: china

Instrument Family: wind

Materials: Bamboo pipes, metal base

Description: An end-blown bamboo flute
with a soft, breathy sound.

Fun Fact: One of China's oldest traditional
instruments, dating back to 6,000 BCE!



cello

french Horn

frame Drum

rattle

region: Europe

Instrument Family: string

Materials: Wood, horsehair bow, metal
strings

Description: A deep, rich-sounding
instrument used in orchestras.

Fun Fact: The cello was originally called the
violoncello—meaning "little large violin!”

region: north america

Instrument Family: Percussion

Materials: Gourds, shells, wood, beads

Description: A handheld instrument used to
accompany singing and dancing.

Fun Fact: Every rattle makes a slightly
different sound depending on what's inside!

region: North America

Instrument Family: percussion

Materials: Wood frame, animal hide

Description: A small, handheld drum used in
group songs and ceremonies.

Fun Fact: It is often called the “heartbeat” of
the community!

region: europe

Instrument Family: wind

Materials: Brass tubing, valves

Description: A coiled brass instrument
known for its warm, mellow sound.

Fun Fact: It is made from over 12 feet of
tubing!



Clapsticks

bullroarer

quena

Tinya
Drum

region: oceania

Instrument Family: Percussion

Materials: Hardwood

Description: Two sticks struck together to
keep rhythm in traditional music.

Fun Fact: They are among the region’s oldest
musical instruments!

region: oceania

Instrument Family: aerophone 

Materials: Wood, cord/string

Description: A carved piece of wood swung in
circles to create a humming sound.

Fun Fact: It is considered one of the oldest
instruments invented by humans!

region: andes

Instrument Family: wind

Materials: Bamboo or Wood

Description: A traditional vertical flute with
a soft, airy sound.

Fun Fact: It has a U-shaped notch instead of a
mouthpiece!

region: andes

Instrument Family: percussion

Materials: Wood shell, animal hide

Description: A deep drum used in folk and
traditional Andean music.

Fun Fact:  It is often played while dancing!



Which culture interested you the most, and why?

How does music help connect people across cultures?

What instrument would you most like to learn?

What surprised you the most while exploring music
around the world?

Think about your journey around the world. 

Reflection

Help Us Improve

Enjoyed this Discovery Kit? Scan this QR code to
complete a quick 2-minute survey. Your feedback
helps to create even better educational resources. 10
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